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Spray Foam to Improve Energy Efficiency 

By: Sgt. 1st Class Jeffrey S. Mullett 

CONTINGENCY OPERATING BASE BASRA, Iraq (Army News Service) -- Many Soldiers know what it's like to be in Iraq 
during the summer when it gets to be 130 degrees, and more, living in a tent or sleeping under the stars. That has been a 
thing of the past on most posts in Iraq. 
 
As a whole, military personnel in Iraq have been living in relative comfort in community housing and transient tents with 
air-conditioning. Those who have been living in the transient tents know how difficult it can be to keep the tents sealed so 
the AC will work properly. Even with AC, tents can get as hot as 100 degrees during a hot afternoon. 
 
Multi-National Corps-Iraq has contracted a group from Honeywell International to apply insulation spray foam, called Terra 
Strong, to buildings and tents in eight operating bases in Multi-National Division - South. The spray is designed to seal 
tents and buildings and provide 
an insulator between the raw 
surface and the sun. 

"The project was directed from 
MNC-I as an energy savings 
initiative while making it more 
comfortable for personnel," said 
Air Force Capt. Michael Griffeth, 
Division Engineers Contract 
Officer representative. 
 
The $12.5 million project will 
include approximately 900 tents 
during the time the group will be 
operating here. 
 
"A contract officer will go out to 
an area and do a site survey 
and then the Terra Strong 
Application Team follows about 
two weeks later," said Griffeth. 
 
Tom Harris, program manager 
from Honeywell, explains the 
process can save up to 50 
percent in energy consumption 
and fuel costs. It will have the added benefit of employing 50 local national workers from areas around Iraq. 
 
"We have been working with these guys for a while now, so we've developed a good relationship with them, and made 
some good friends," said Skip Kline, site manager with West Roofing Systems, who sub-contracts with Honeywell. 
 
Harris said Honeywell has plans to open a location at Victory Base Complex in Baghdad to train the Iraqis on the 
equipment. 
 
"We'll be leaving the equipment behind," he explained, "so it can be used to improve the local living conditions and the 
economy." 
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Butch Kline, foam team 1 leader, and his assistant Hamed, an Iraqi working 
on the project, apply the Terra Strong spray foam on the roof of a 
Contingency Operating Base Basra Medical Center tent Oct. 17. 


